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Pass the Word 

Month of the Holy Name of Jesus 
The month of January is dedicated to the Holy Name of Jesus, which is celebrated on January 3. The fir st ten days of January 

fall during the liturgical season known as Christmas which is represented by the liturgical color white — the color of light, a symbol 
of joy, purity and innocence (absolute or restored). The remaining days of January are the beginning of Ordinary Time, which is 

represented by the liturgical color green. This symbol of hope is the color of the sprouting seed and arouses in the faithful the hope of 
reaping the eternal harvest of heaven, especially the hope of a glorious resurrection.  

Important Dates 
 NO CLASS — Dec 27 (Christmas Holiday) 
 Solemnity of Mother Mary of God—Thursday, Dec 31—Mass at 7:00 pm, 

Friday, Jan 1—Mass at 8:00 am and 10:00 am 

 NO CLASS—Jan 3  
 Confirmation Retreat—Jan 9th—2 sessions, must attend one. 
 Family Catechisis—Jan 10th - look for the link to be emailed to you. 
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REMINDER:  There will be limited access to hallways, bath-
rooms, water bottle filling stations in the school building.  If possible, 
have your child use the bathroom before entering the school building. 

Grades 4-12 

An interesting way to look at 
the 12 Days of Christmas.  The 
song is an English Christmas 
carol. From 1558 until 1829, 
Roman Catholics in England 
were not permitted to practice 
their faith openly. Someone 
during that era wrote this carol 
as a catechism song for young 
Catholics.  The first day begins Christmas day and the 12th 
day is the vigil of the Ephipany. 

The "True Love" one hears in the song is not a smitten boy 
or girlfriend but Jesus Christ, because truly Love was born 
on Christmas Day. The partridge in the pear tree also repre-
sents Him because that bird is willing to sacrifice its life if 
necessary to protect its young by feigning injury to draw 
away predators. 

According to Ann Ball in her book, HIC SA 

 The two turtle doves were the Old and New Testaments 

 The three French hens stood for faith, hope, and love. 

 The four calling birds were the four gospels of Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, and John. 

 The five golden rings rerepresented the first five books 
of the Old Testament, which describe man's fall into sin 
and the great love of God in sending a Savior. 

 The six geese a-laying stood for the six days of creation. 

 Seven swans a-swimming represented the sevenfold 
gifts of the Holy Spirit-----Prophesy, Serving, Teaching, 
Exhortation, Contribution, Leadership, and Mercy. 

 The eight maids a-milking were the eight beatitudes. 

 Nine ladies dancing were the nine fruits of the Holy 
Spirit-----Charity, Joy, Peace, Patience [Forbearance], 
Goodness [Kindness], Mildness, Fidelity, Modesty, Conti-
nency [Chastity]. 

 The ten lords a-leaping were the Ten Commandments. 

 The eleven pipers piping stood for the eleven faithful 
Apostles. 

 The twelve drummers drumming symbolized the twelve 
points of belief in The Apostles' Creed. 

Original Source: Fr. Calvin Goodwin, FSSP, Nebraska 

https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/overviews/months/01_1.cfm
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/view.cfm?recnum=12020
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/view.cfm?recnum=12022
https://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product/?item_no=34482&p=1010575

